
Patriot Day 2021 at Hoosier Hills Career Center

Mr. Michael Hendricks - Patriot Day was officially observed as a single event for 
the first time on September 11, 2017, upon the directive of President Donald 
Trump.  In the years before 2017, based on declarations from Presidents Bush and 
Obama, the official observance of 9/11 was called Patriot Day and National Day of 
Service and Remembrance.  In an executive decision, President Trump set the 
Days of Service and Remembrance to be observed on September 8 to September 
10th, and he gave September 11 the separate title Patriot Day. 

Here at Hoosier Hills Career Center, we have established a tradition for Patriot 
Day of not only pausing to reflect on the events of that day and pausing to 
specially commemorate the Public Safety Professionals who were lost on that 
destructive day, we also use this day for the confirmation of our newest Public 
Safety cadets as they begin their journey in each year’s Fire Science and EMT 
programs by publicly swearing their Oath of Duty. 

This year we are especially honored to have our very own MCCSC Superintendent 
Dr. Jeff Hauswald here to perform this Oath of Duty.  For generations in the field 
of medicine, doctors have taken the time-honored Hippocratic Oath to do no 
further harm to their patients.  In 1978, the National Association of Emergency 
Medical Technicians adopted both the EMT Oath and the EMT Code of Ethics. 
Each of these Oaths of Duty demand a high moral code of conduct, an expectation 
of patient privacy, and an expectation to provide the highest standard of care 
possible from everyone who enters this field. 

Dr. Hauswald, MCCSC Superintendent, read the Code of Ethics while the students 
responded with "I Will". 

Dr. Hauswald, Mr. Hendricks and the students then read together the EMT Oath 
with their right hand raised.







Mr. Michael Hendricks - To you, the class of 2022, as you engage in your Public 
Safety training programs here at Hoosier Hills, I challenge you to seriously reflect 
on why you want to be a Public Safety Professional.  Answers such as “I want to 
help people, I want to make a difference”, and “I want to serve my community” are 
average answers.  They are mediocracy.  And they just will not suffice.   
 
Each of you who are my students know that I expect your answers, your skill sets, 
and your professional knowledge to exceed mediocracy.  And you know why – no 
one who is in need of emergency care wants an average doctor working to save 
their life.  They want nothing but the best! 
 
And, as has already been discussed in class in depth several times, each of you who 
are my students know that like any coach, I expect two things out of each of you:  
your whole-hearted approach to being a supportive member of your team, and that 
each of you be a leader. 
 
Therefore, to answer the question of why you personally desire to answer the 
calling of being a Public Safety Professional, I would hope that each of you would 
find inside yourself individually some of the reasons might include: 
 
Pride of being a PART of making your community safer 
 
Pride of being the answer to someone’s prayer in the moment of their crisis – 
to be there when someone calls out in desperation for help 
 
For the reward of paying it forward for the day when you or your loved ones 
are the very ones calling out in desperation for help 
 
And for the GIFT of being someone’s HERO – never forgetting that little eyes 
as well as big eyes are always looking up to you 
 
Hopefully, for these humble reasons, in part or in whole, this is why you would 
choose to answer the call of Public Safety – knowing so long as you wear the title, 
the sacrifices you have to make will not stop. 
 
Meals will be missed.  Sleep will be interrupted.  Family time will be skipped.  
Extra training will be demanded.  Mandatory overtime will come your way.  
Extended call-out times due to complex rescues, large-scale events, and the like 
will turn short-shifts into long days-on-end.  Or even the ultimate sacrifice of 
losing your life in the line of duty, in the blink of an eye in a moment that can’t be 



taken back.  All of these are excuses not to enter this profession, and yet few 
answer the call anyway. 
 
Thus, we take just a moment this morning to pause, reflect, and to pay tribute to 
Heroes like the 343 firefighters, 72 law enforcement officers, 8 EMT / Paramedics 
in Manhattan and the 55 military and 70 civilians at the Pentagon who lost their 
lives 20 years ago on 9/11.  On a Tuesday morning, much like today, clear and 
warm, without much more thought on their minds other than getting through the 
day, in general they each reported to work like any other day.  That day they all 
became heroes in a fight for something much bigger than themselves.  We will 
never forget. 
 
In Public Safety we prepare for the worst, hope for the best, and pray that nothing 
happens.  But we know Murphy’s Law is ever against us.  If anything can go 
wrong, it certainly will.  And we get to stop the problem and clean up the mess.  
It’s a calling.  Very few are chosen to receive the calling.  Even less become really 
good at it. 
 
The world is forever changed since the events of 20 years ago.  While to you as 
students those events are only stories.  To the staff it is a horrid reality none of us 
will ever forget.  We now ask that as each of you follow into the time-honored 
traditions of Public Safety, that you do all that you can to keep yourselves 
physically and mentally fit, exceedingly-well trained, ever-alert to dangers from all 
around, and ever prepared to answer all calls for help, no matter the day of the 
week or the hour of the night. 
 
May each of you take your service oaths seriously, may you truly be part of 
something much larger than yourselves, and may you be someone’s HERO. 
 
Thank you. 




